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INSIDE ESSA /' The New Federal K-12 Law

ESSA Law Broadens Definition of School Success

By Evie Blad

A portion of the Every Student Succeeds Act that requires states . )
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to incorporate nonacademic factors into their accountability _—
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systems could help promote a broader vision of school success
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that extends beyond traditional measures, such as standardized- .
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test scores, educators and policy watchers say.
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The newest version of the Elementary and Secondary Education 3 share 134
Act, signed into law last month, requires states to use at least one
such indicator—Ilike measures of student engagement or access to

advanced coursework—in tracking schools' success.

If states select the right indicators and the right methods of measuring and tracking
them, the changes could provide schools with a more nuanced view of student success

and equity, supporters said.

"Since we know that what gets measured gets delivered, ... if we broaden accountability
systems beyond test scores and schools are required to look at these other things, then
the public and parents will start looking at them, and there's a better chance that schools

will start providing these kinds of things," said Megan Wolfe, advocacy manager for ASCD,
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an organization that has pushed for so-called "multimetric accountability.™ & Creat Education



Quality of Measurement

Concerns about quality of measurement are particularly relevant if states consider
incorporating factors like students' noncognitive traits and social-emotional skills
into their school quality scales. Researchers like Angela Duckworth, a University of
Pennsylvania psychology professor who popularized the idea of "grit," have warned that
existing measures of such factors are prone to flaws and biases and that they should not

be used for high-stakes accountability.

Osher said he's more confident in measures of factors like school climate because, when
asking students whether they feel safe, supported, and challenged at school, their
perception is reality. In social-emotional learning, on the other hand, student surveys may
be less reliable because students may have inaccurate perceptions about their own skills,

he said.

Osher helped districts including Chicago, then under the direction of former U.S.
Education Secretary Arne Duncan, and Cleveland develop "conditions for learning" surveys
that track those conditions in schools, though the districts haven't used them for

accountability.
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‘ ”ere areé now t”ree Ma|or sections on t”e new

PA Future Ready Performance Index

A State Assessment Measures:
A Percent Proficient or Advanced on PSSA/ Keystone E
A Meeting Annual Growth Expectations (PVAAS)
A Percent Advanced on PSSA/ Keystone Exam
A On-Track Measures:
A English Language Proficiency* (NEW Indicator)
A Chronic Absenteeism* (NEW Indicator)
A Grade 3 Reading/ Grade 7 Mathematics Early I ndicat
A College and Career Measures:
A Graduation Rate*
A Career Readiness Benchmark* (NEW Indicator)
A Ilndustry Based Lear ni-Baged Compatehcy Assessgents,nHiblu \salue iydus8yt a n d
Recognized Credentialsy Work Based Learning Experiences) (NEW Indicator)
A Rigorous Courses of Study, il ncluding Advanced Pl a

Course Offerings, or CTE Career Pathways
RSesohdary Transition to School, Military, or Work (NEW Indicator)

A *Indicators required for ESSA accountability (annual meaningful differentiation) and idmmoigﬂm

need of imirovement.


https://futurereadypa.org/

‘@ The Building Blocks for Learning Framework

Turnaround for Children’s Building Blocks for Learning framework represents the skills and mindsets that students use to
access, acquire and apply the academic content prioritized in classrooms.

Figure 1
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- CORE Is a collaboration among 10 California school districts. _

We’re working together to significantly improve student
outcomes.
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Core Group SOII

The School Quality Improvement Index of Fall 2016 and

Beyond.

Accountability Score
100%

Academic Domain
60%

Grad Rate (HS)

Performance
20%

20%
M iddl = Performance Growth High Sch;z:;eadiness
20% 20% (Of 8" Grade Students)
20%
Performance Growth
Elem-

High

All School
Levels

Social-Emotional & Culture-Climate
oF-Ted (0] 3
40%

Chronic Absenteeism
8%*

Student/Staff/Parent Culture-Climate Surveys
8%*

Suspension/Expulsion Rate
8%*

ELL Re-designation Rate
8%*

Social Emotional Skills
8%*

Special Ed Identification (information only)*
0%*

The Power of a
L Great Education




= The Power of a
&% Great Education



